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T. Bellon1, F. Lowenthal 1&  J.L. Nespoulous 2 – 1 Cognitive Sciences – University of Mons-Hainaut thibaut.bellon@umh.ac.be
	Main hypotheses

- It will be possible to detect particular patterns of description of the body according to whether subjects are schizophrenic or not. 

- Profile judgements related to the photos via the semantic grid of analysis will be different according to whether the subjects are            schizophrenic or not. 

- Typical mechanisms of defence                   of schizophrenics (cleavage, projection) could be detected by   the analysis of differentiating semantic production.
	Presentation of the model
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Fig. 1 : exploratory model
	Experimental design 

Two groups of 15 subjects. Experimental group of general schizophrenic subject paired by sex, age and education level to the control group. All selected subjects have no alcohol or toxico dependencies, mutilations or alterations of the body.
For each subject, two tasks are required :

1] a physical description of the character presented on each photo (figure 2)…………………………….                                           2] a semantic judgment of the appearance of the character (figure 3)
                            


	Description of material used 

     18 photos distributed into 3 categories and randomly presented :

1. A person alone expressing an emotion 
2. Images of body with incongruities 

3. A person alone carrying out an action 
                                                                   incongruities
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                                                   Fig. 2 : example of photos used
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18 pairs of qualifiers organised in 3 categories : 

F : Form     


E : Emotion 

A : Action 

    Fig. 3 : Grid of semantic analysis 
For each qualifier, the subjects have the possibility of notching a neutral answer : 0 : 

	First results

· The semantic type of judgement is strictly different according to whether the subjects are schizophrenic or not
· 16,44 % of the answers of the schizophrenic subjects to the semantic grid of analysis are neutral vs 40,37 %           for the non schizophrenic subjects 
· The analysis of the semantic grid makes it possible to identify strong indices of cleavage and projection at the schizophrenic subjects  
Discussion

These first results seem to show concretely that schizophrenics have a specific manner to represent the body in particular on the level of a higher rate of extreme judgements and of a difficulty of taking into account of the context of the photo. 













































Object of the research 


The body representation and the language are two fundamental problems encountered by schizophrenic subjects. Our notion of body representation is based on a multidimensional model: kinaesthetic, sensorial and symbolic representations of body (figure 1). This study is a first step in the creation of a test investigating the body representation through various sensory methods. The present experiment is focalised on symbolic representations. The goal is to evaluate how a schizophrenic subject translates through his own speech his conceptualization of the representation of the body.











